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FOREWORD 

A  RECENT  Gallup  poll  showed  that  the  people  of  Britain  regard 
Cyprus  as  the  most  urgent  of  political  issues.  I  was  surprised. 
One  would  expect  people  to  be  more  interested  in  issues  on  their 
own  doorstep.  This  proves  how  gravely  concerned  public  opinion 
has  become. 

And  rightly.  British  policy  in  Cyprus  has  been  the  blackest  blot 
on  our  record  since  the  war. 

The  first  great  wrong  was  when  the  Minister  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  said  that  the  people  of  Cyprus  would  never  be  allowed  the 
right  of  self-determination. 

The  second  was  when  we  allowed  a  whole  year’s  truce  (when 
no  act  of  violence  was  committed  against  a  British  civilian  or 
soldier)  to  pass  without  negotiating  a  settlement. 

The  third  was  when  Mr.  Lennox-Boyd  suggested  partition.  He 
gave  birth  to  this  disastrous  idea. 

The  fourth  was  when  the  Prime  Minister  imposed  his  impossible 
plan  after  Archbishop  Makarios  had  offered  the  reasonable  com¬ 
promise  of  seven  years’  limited  self-government  as  a  preliminary 
(not  to  union  with  Greece)  but  to  independence. 

These  have  been  wrongs  against  not  only  the  Cypriot  people  but 
our  own  British  boys  in  Cyprus. 

Our  soldiers  have  been  placed  in  an  intolerable  position.  There 
was  no  natural  enmity  between  them  and  the  Cypriots.  They  have 
been  the  victims  of  British  policy  and  Cypriot  reaction  to  that 
policy. 

We  ought  to  get  them  out  of  this  cruel  situation  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  ought  to  get  them  home. 

The  tragedy  of  Cyprus  cannot  be  ended  by  military  methods. 
It  is  a  political  problem  and  we  must  find  a  political  solution. 

This  pamphlet  gives  the  facts  and  points  the  way  to  peace  with 
justice.  I  ask  you  not  only  to  read  it.  I  ask  you  to  act  on  it. 

FENNER  BROCKWAY, 
Chairman,  Movement  for  Colonial  Freedom. 
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374  Gray’s  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.l. 


CYPRUS 

the  Solution 


7 ''HE  aim  of  this  pamphlet  is  to  give  a  picture  of  the 
situation  in  Cyprus ,  such  as  the  man  or  woman  in  the 
street  in  Britain  has  little  chance  of  getting  from  the  sensa¬ 
tional  comments  in  the  Press ,  radio  or  newsreels. 

It  hopes  to  be  of  help  to  all  those  organisations  and 
individuals  in  Britain  who  wish  and  work  for  an  end  to 
this  island's  prolonged  agony. 


We  sincerely  believe  that  the 
problem  of  Cyprus  can  only  be 
solved  by  the  common  efforts  of 
both  the  British  and  Cypriot  peoples. 

After  all,  it  is  British  and  Cypriot 
blood  that  is  being  shed  in  Cyprus, 
and  it  is  British  and  Cypriot  material 
wealth  which  is  being  wasted. 

Indeed,  out  of  the  600  or  more 
people  who  have  lost  their  lives  in 
Cyprus  during  the  last  four  years 
no  less  than  115  of  them  were 
Britons,  and  hundreds  more  have 
been  wounded. 


The  occupation  of  the  island  has 
cost  the  British  taxpayer  £25  million 
a  year,  and  the  Suez  and  Jordan 
adventures,  for  which  Cyprus  was 
the  springboard,  hundreds  of  millions 
more. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Tory  Govern¬ 
ment  policy  in  Cyprus  and  other 
colonies  is  giving  the  British  people 
a  very  bad  name. 

British  lads  in  uniform,  thousands 
of  miles  from  their  homeland,  are 
being  ordered  to  carry  out  duties 
under  intolerable  conditions  which 


in  very  many  cases  must  lead  to 
demoralisation. 

One  of  the  young  men  who  were 
sent  to  prison  for  four  years  for 
acts  of  hooliganism  against  coloured 
workers  in  Notting  Hill  was  an  ex- 
serviceman  just  back  from  Cyprus. 

We  should  not  forget  the  lesson 
of  France,  where  the  military,  who 
for  years  have  been  participating  in 
brutal  attempts  to  suppress  the 
peoples  of  Vietnam  and  North 
Africa,  threatened  to  invade  their 
own  country,  and  are  still  trying  to 
impose  fascism  there. 

To  say  “such  things  could  never 
happen  here”  is  unrealistic. 

The  people  of  Greece  and  Cyprus 
have  always  been  friends  with  the 
British  people.  It  is  a  friendship  that 
was  strengthened  by  their  joint 


struggles  and  sacrifices  in  the  two 
world  wars  against  German  mili¬ 
tarism. 

What  the  people  of  Cyprus  demand 
is  the  right  to  decide  their  own  future 
which  the  United  Nations  Charter 
says  is  the  right  of  all  peoples. 

We  firmly  believe  that  whatever 
happens  in  Cyprus,  the  responsibility 
rests  squarely  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  present  Government. 

It  is  the  repressive  measures,  the 
bad  conditions,  the  humiliation  of 
the  people,  and  the  denial  of  freedom 
to  Cyprus  which  has  brought  about 
the  present  tragic  situation  in  the 
island. 

That  is  why  we  believe  that  Tory 
policy  in  Cyprus  is  against  the 
interests  of  both  the  British  and 
Cypriot  peoples. 


What  is  happening  today? 


Tory  policy  in  Cyprus  was  des¬ 
cribed  in  the  Daily  Minor  (June  17, 
1957)  in  this  way: 

“The  policy  of  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  in  Cyprus  is  now  inhuman.  There 
is  no  other  word  for  it  ...  a  stupid 
plan  of  repression  that  has  not  suc¬ 
ceeded  and  cannot  conceivably  succeed 
in  the  second  half  of  the  20th 
century  ...” 

That  was  written  long  before  the 
decision  by  Major-General  Darling 
to  arm  British  civilians  in  Cyprus — 
as  open  an  invitation  to  vendetta 
as  ever  was  given  since  the  days  of 
Black  and  Tan  terror  in  Ireland. 

It  was  written  when,  after  three 
months  of  EOKA’s  strictly  observed 
truce,  the  Tory  Government  was 
carrying  on  with  military  operations, 
collective  punishment,  curfews,  and 
imprisonment  without  charge  or 
trial. 

At  that  time,  there  were  only  two 
concentration  camps  in  the  island 


of  Cyprus  and  about  600  people 
inside  them — without  charge  or 
trial  of  course — and  about  25,000 
British  troops. 

Today  two  new  concentration 
camps  are  being  built  and  the  old 
ones  enlarged,  and  well  over  2,000 
people,  men,  women  and  youngsters, 
are  inside  them. 

There  are  now  some  37,000 
British  soldiers  in  Cyprus  imposing 
the  will  of  a  foreign  government 
on  a  resentful  population  of  500,000. 

Day  in  and  day  out,  punitive 
curfews  are  imposed  upon  cities 
and  whole  areas  of  the  island, 
sometimes  lasting  for  four  to  five 
weeks,  like  the  one  in  the  area  of 
Milikouri  which  lasted  about  fifty- 
one  days. 

CAN  YOU  imagine  what  a  curfew 
means  to  the  many  thousands  of 
men  and  women  and  children  on 
whom  it  is  imposed? 
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A  Christian  Orthodox  priest  together  with  an  old  man  are  taken 
away  by  soldiers  and  police. 


DO  YOU  ever  think  about  the  old, 
the  sick,  and  the  babies  who  need 
care,  food  and  medical  assistance 
during  those  long  hours,  some¬ 
times  days,  even  weeks? 

DO  YOU  think  about  the  pregnant 
mother  who  gives  birth  to  her 
baby  during  the  period  of  curfew, 
without  the  help  of  a  midwife  or  a 
doctor  ? 

DO  YOU  think  about  the  thousands 
of  workers  who  have  four  or  six 
children,  yet  cannot  go  out  to 
work? 

DO  YOU  think  of  the  shepherds 
and  peasants  whose  animals  are 
in  danger  of  dying  of  starvation? 
DO  YOU  think  of  the  thousands  of 
peasants  whose  crops  are  deterior¬ 
ating  because  they  cannot  go  into 
the  fields? 

This  is  how  the  News  Chronicle's 
correspondent  described  the  atmos¬ 
phere  of  terror  which  prevailed 
when  British  forces  imposed  one  of 
their  curfews  last  July : 


“Just  before  dawn  last  Tuesday 
(July  7,  1958)  squad  cars  drew  up  in 
Cyprus  streets,  hundreds  of  doorbells 
rang,  and  Cypriots  still  in  their  beds 
were  taken  out  and  hustled  off  to 
detention  camps  ...  It  was  the 
beginning  of  the  biggest  clampdown 
in  the  island’s  history  .  .  .  communi¬ 
cations  were  cut  off  with  the  outside 
world  .  .  .  Cyprus  was  blacked  out 
and  isolated  ...” 

In  all  1,800  people,  young  and 
old,  men  and  women,  were  arrested 
in  that  military  operation. 

At  3  o’clock  in  the  morning!  Can 
you  imagine  the  terror  of  the 
children  as  they  watched  these,  to 
them,  foreign  soldiers  with  bayonets 
and  rifles,  rough-handling  their 
fathers  and  brothers  in  the  dark, 
early  hours  ? 

We  think  it  was  monstrous  that 
Mrs.  Cutliffe,  the  British  service¬ 
man’s  wife,  should  have  been  shot 
dead  and  her  companion  wounded. 
No  decent  people,  in  Cyprus,  in  this 
country,  or  the  world  over  would 
condone  such  crimes. 
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We  would  like  to  see  an  end  to 
the  bloodshed  in  Cyprus.  We  regret 
the  fact  that  British  lads,  women  and 
elderly  men  are  being  killed. 

But  neither  can  the  actions  of  the 
British  troops  be  condoned  on  the 
plea  of  “provocation”. 

British  troops  should  not  be  in 
the  island  to  be  iiprovoked,\  And 
if  they  were  not  there,  there  would 
be  no  attacks  against  British 
civilians. 

The  night  the  order  was  given  for 
British  civilians  in  Cyprus  to  be 
armed  and  trained  to  use  those 
arms,  Governor  Sir  Hugh  Foot 
declared  in  a  broadcast:  “Every 
form  of  security  measure  will  be 
taken  to  protect  British  civilians. . . 

Every  form,  that  is,  except  genuine 
negotiations  leading  to  genuine  self- 
government  as  a  step  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  Cyprus. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the 
actions  of  the  soldiery  against  thou¬ 
sands  of  innocent  citizens  of  Fama¬ 
gusta  before  any  investigation  had 
taken  place  of  the  circumstances 


under  which  Mrs.  Cutlilfe  was 
murdered. 

This  is  how  Mr.  Rawle  Knox, 
correspondent  of  the  Sunday 
Observer,  reported  the  situation 
from  Famagusta  on  October  4: 

“Today,  Famagusta  was  a  stricken 
town,  licking  its  wounds  behind 
shuttered  windows  .  .  . 

“For  more  than  an  hour  British 
troops  .  .  .  were  out  of  control  .  .  . 
The  650  Greek  Cypriots  arrested  were 
placed  in  improvised  stockades.  Their 
hands  had  to  be  kept  above  their 
heads  until  the  time  came  for  then- 
interrogation. 

“During  the  arrests  and  interrogation 
‘about  250’  persons  were  injured, 
according  to  an  official  spokesman. 

“According  to  the  same  spokesman 
two  died  during  the  night,  another 
died  in  hospital  today. 

“Also  according  to  official  sources 
one  girl  collapsed  and  died  of  heart 
attack  while  running  away,  and  a  man 
was  found  dead  of  the  same  cause  in  a 
truck. 

“The  dead  town  of  Friday  night  was 
an  eloquent  witness  of  what  has 
happened.  Bicycles  and  barrows  lay 
overturned,  for  their  owners  had  been 
forced  to  leave  them.  Stationary  cars 
had  windows  and  screens  smashed  ...” 


A  common  scene  in  Cyprus  during  the  last  three  years  of  the 
emergency.  Members  of  the  security  forces  searching  houses. 
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And  Mr.  Knox  concluded  his 
story  with  this  significant  remark: 
“It  is  one  of  the  saddest  days  I 
have  seen  in  my  life.  ...”  On 
October  1 1 ,  Mr.  Knox  reported  that 
the  number  of  people  arrested  in 
Famagusta  was  not  650  as  he 
reported  previously,  but  was  in 
fact  “in  the  region  of  4,000 — or 
virtually  the  whole  population  of 
Greek  Cypriots  in  Varosha  above 
the  age  of  14”. 

WHOSE  FINGER? 

Another  British  correspondent, 
Mr.  Charles  Foley  of  Reynolds  News, 
reported  on  Sunday  October  12: 

“Whose  finger  was  on  the  trigger 
which  shot  dead  Mrs.  Cutliffe,  mother 
of  five,  and  wounded  her  companion 
Mrs.  Robinson  in  Famagusta? 

“This  monstrous  crime  led  to  the 
rounding  up  of  a  thousand  Greek 
Cypriots  of  whom  some  250  were 
taken  to  hospital,  mainly  with  head 
injuries.” 

Soon  after  these  terrible  events, 
the  Mayor  of  Famagusta,  Mr. 
Andreas  Pouyiouros,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Governor,  accused  British  troops 
of  brutality  and  looting. 

LOOTING  ADMITTED 

The  commanding  officer  of  the 
unit  concerned,  Colonel  Wheeler, 
admitted  the  charge  of  looting.  He 
wrote  to  a  Famagusta  shopkeeper: 

“I  am  satisfied  that  the  following 
articles  were  stolen  by  men  of  this 
regiment  from  your  shop.” 

There  followed  a  considerable 
list,  and  a  cheque  for  £91  was 
enclosed. 

And  the  charge  of  brutality?  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Mr. 
Christopher  Soames,  stated:  “It 
may  well  be  that  .  .  .  some  who 
tried  to  resist  arrest  got  more  than 
they  bargained  for.” 

An  eye-witness,  the  British  wife 
of  a  Cypriot,  Mrs.  Hilda  Demetriou, 


relates  in  a  letter  to  the  Manchester 
Guardian : 

“The  soldiers  bashed  in  car-doors 
with  their  revolvers  and  rifles;  they 
rough-handled  the  drivers  and  pass¬ 
engers  from  their  seats  .  .  . 

“They  were  made  to  sit  on  the 
ground  and  were  hit  across  the  back 
and  head  by  any  passing  English  type. 
Coca-Cola  bottles  were  aimed  at  the 
various  heads. 

“Old  men  were  hit  across  then- 
legs,  then  across  their  backs  with 
batons  or  rifles  .  .  .  The  organised 
beatings  must  have  been  terrible.” 
That  is  what  Mrs.  Demetriou 
witnessed  when  a  road-block  was 
set  up  outside  her  house,  which  is  a 
mile  from  the  town  of  Famagusta. 

The  tragedy  of  Famagusta  is  not 
an  isolated  case.  It  happened  in 
scores  of  other  places;  in  Paphos 
and  in  Yiolousa,  in  Lissi  and  Assia, 
in  Vatili  and  in  many  other  places 
all  over  Cyprus. 

In  the  last  three  places,  Cypriot 
newspapers,  which  are  under  a  very 
severe  Press  law,  reported  a  siege 
which  lasted  from  August  2  until 
August  13.  This  is  how  Haravgi 
described  the  situation: 

“The  prolonged  siege  has  left 
indelible  marks  on  all  inhabitants. 
Families  are  without  houses.  Des¬ 
tructive  searches  have  been  made. 

“Many  houses  have  been  completely 
demolished  and  many  others  irreparably 
damaged.  Communal  centres  desolated. 

“Thousands  of  pounds  worth  of 
stocks  were  destroyed  or  lost  .  .  . 
During  the  siege  three  women  gave 
birth  to  their  babies.” 

These  are  but  a  few  examples  to 
show  how  the  Government’s  policy 
for  Cyprus  is  being  put  into  effect 
in  the  name  of  the  British  people. 

We  have  always  believed  that  the 
problem  of  Cyprus,  being  a  political 
one,  could  only  be  solved,  and 
should  be  solved,  through  peaceful 
political  means.  The  use  of  force 
and  violence  has  been  provoked  by 
the  policy  of  the  Conservative 
Government.  It  is  the  product  and 
the  result  of  that  policy. 
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Years  of  repression 


Consider  the  background  of  the 
present  events  in  Cyprus.  Since  1931 
it  has  been  ruled  directly  from  the 
British  Colonial  Office.  The  Govern¬ 
ors  of  Cyprus  have  been  virtually 
dictators,  their  authority  backed  by 
laws  prohibiting  even  a  shred  of 
democratic  rights. 

During  the  war  years  (1939-45), 
when  the  Cypriot  people  were  ren¬ 
dering  outstanding  services  to  the 
war  effort,  these  dictatorial  laws 
were  relaxed.  A  healthy  Labour 
movement  sprang  up. 

CYPRIOT  WAR  EFFORT 

While  huge  Government  posters 
with  the  slogan  “Fight  for  Greece! 
Fight  for  Liberty!”  were  exhibited 
all  over  the  island,  the  Cypriots  in 
their  thousands  joined  the  British 
Army  to  fight  Nazism  and  fascism. 

Indeed,  26,000  young  Cypriots 
volunteered  for  the  British  forces, 
and  served  alongside  their  British 
brothers  on  several  battle  fronts. 

Sir  Winston  Churchill,  while  visit¬ 
ing  Cyprus  in  1943,  said  in  Nicosia: 
“When  this  war  is  over  the  Cypriot 
people  will  take  their  rightful  place 
alongside  the  free  world.” 

But  even  before  the  war  against 
fascism  was  over,  the  attacks  upon 
the  Cypriot  people  and  their  liberties 
began  again. 

ATTACKS  BEGIN 

In  March  1945,  when  the  peasants 
of  Lefkoniko  were  celebrating  the 
Greek  National  Day,  their  peaceful 
demonstration  from  their  church  to 
the  village  square  was  fired  on. 
Three  peasants  were  shot  dead  and 
nine  were  wounded. 

In  December  1945,  eighteen  trade 
union  leaders  (the  whole  General 


Council  of  the  T.U.C.)  were  sent  to 
prison,  twelve  of  them  for  twelve 
months  and  six  for  eighteen  months, 
for  carrying  out  legitimate  trade 
union  activities.  Thanks  to  the  pro¬ 
tests  of  the  British  Labour  move¬ 
ment  they  were  all  released  before 
their  time  expired. 

MAYOR  IMPRISONED 

In  1946,  young  Cypriot  soldiers 
demanding  demobilisation  were  shot 
in  the  streets  of  Famagusta,  and  one 
of  them,  Sgt.  Kythreotis,  died. 

The  following  years,  from  1947  to 
1949,  hundreds  of  trade  unionists 
were  heavily  fined  or  sent  to  prison, 
some  of  them  for  years,  for  demon¬ 
strating  for  self-determination. 

In  1949,  the  elected  Mayor  of 
Limassol  and  six  of  his  councillors 
were  sent  to  prison  for  changing 
the  name  of  one  of  their  town’s 
streets,  which  was  named  after  Sir 
Richmond  Palmer,  one  of  the  most 
dictatorial  Governors  Cyprus  has 
ever  known. 

TORY  RULE 

We  come  to  the  years  of  Tory 
rule.  From  1952  to  1954,  British 
troops  were  charging  and  shooting 
at  demonstrators  in  the  streets  of 
Nicosia,  Famagusta  and  Limassol. 
At  least  one  demonstrator  died. 

On  July  28,  1954,  Mr.  H.  Hop- 
kinson,  Minister  of  State  for  Colonial 
Affairs,  stated  in  the  House  of 
Commons : 

“There  can  be  no  question  of  any 
change  of  sovereignty  in  Cyprus.  There 
are  certain  territories,  which  .  .  .  can 
never  expect  to  be  fully  independent.” 
This  is  the  background  to  the 
present  tragic  situation  in  Cyprus. 

In  February  1956,  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly  voted 
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unanimously  in  favour  of  an  Indian 
resolution  calling  for  “peaceful  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  island  of  Cyprus, 
freedom  of  expression,  and  negotia¬ 
tions  for  a  just  and  democratic 
solution  based  on  the  principles 
and  purpose  of  the  United  Nations 
Charter”. 

UNO  DECISION 

The  British  delegation  to  UNO 
also  supported  this  resolution.  About 
three  weeks  later  (March  1956) 
EOKA  ordered  a  truce,  which  was 
strictly  observed,  for  at  least  the 
following  twelve  months.  Not  a 
single  shot  was  fired  against  the 
Government  forces. 

One  would  have  thought  that  the 
present  Government,  which  boasts 
of  its  “peaceful  intentions”  in 
Cyprus,  would  have  grasped  this 
opportunity.  But  it  did  not  do  so. 

Time  and  again  Labour  M.P.s 
pressed  for  negotiations,  but  the 
Government  attempted  to  deceive 
public  opinion  with  stories  of 
“negotiations  taking  place  at  inter¬ 
national  level”. 

CONSPIRING  WITH  TURKEY 

The  Greek  Government  declared 
at  that  time  that  they  were  unaware 
of  any  such  negotiations  and  no 
Cypriot  leader  knew  anything  about 
them.  It  has  now  become  quite 
obvious  that  the  present  Govern¬ 
ment  was  all  the  time  conspiring 
with  the  Turkish  Government  in 
order  to  divide  the  Greeks  and 
Turks  of  Cyprus  and  thus  arouse 
hatred  between  them. 

Meanwhile,  a  constitutional  ex¬ 
pert,  Lord  Radcliffe,  was  sent  to 
Cyprus  to  prepare  a  constitution 
for  the  island.  His  terms  of  reference, 
as  he  explained,  were  to  prepare  a 
constitution  which  would  guarantee 
the  island’s  colonial  status. 

When  Mr.  Lennox  -  Boyd,  the 


The  Archbishop  and  Ethnarch 
of  Cyprus,  Makarios 
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Colonial  Secretary,  introduced  the 
“Radcliffe  Constitution”  at  the  end 
of  1956  he  virtually  threatened  the 
Greek  people  of  Cyprus  with  the 
island’s  partition  if  they  rejected  it. 

Until  then  the  word  “partition” 
had  never  been  heard  of,  and  no 
Greek  or  Turk  in  Cyprus  would  have 
dared  to  suggest  such  a  “solution”. 

But  “partition”  was  precisely  the 
word  the  Turkish  Government  was 
looking  for.  The  leader  of  the  Party 
which  calls  itself  “Cyprus-is-Turkish” 
visited  Ankara,  and  on  his  return  to 
Cyprus  a  few  weeks  later  he  initiated 
the  slogan  “Partition  of  Cyprus  or 
death”. 

In  the  meantime,  3,000  young 
Turks  were  recruited  to  an  “auxili¬ 
ary  police  force”,  well  armed  and 
equipped. 

CHANCE  MISSED 

From  March  1956  to  April  1957, 
during  EOKA’s  truce,  the  British 
troops  continued  their  military  opera¬ 
tions,  curfews,  mass  arrests,  enforce¬ 
ment  of  emergency  regulations,  and 
so  on,  and  by  these  actions  prepared 
the  way  for  further  bloodshed. 


Three  times  since  1955  EOKA  has 
ordered  a  truce,  but  the  British 
Government  has  not  once  taken  any 
initiative  to  begin  negotiations.  Instead, 
it  betrayed  its  obligations  to  the 
United  Nations. 

The  traditional  imperialist  policy 
of  “divide  and  rule”  has  consistently 
been  applied  to  Cyprus.  It  has  been 
British  policy  to  switch  the  Right 
against  the  Left,  and  the  Turks 
against  the  Greeks. 

DIVIDE  AND  RULE 

A  high-ranking  officer  of  the 
British  Army  admitted  to  a  high 
official  of  the  Labour  Party  who 
visited  Cyprus  this  summer:  “Our 
last  card  is  to  set  the  Greek  Left 
against  the  Greek  Right”. 

The  Cypriot  people  at  this  critical 
period  have  been  very  fortunate  in 
having  a  wise  political  leadership 
which  has  persistently  and  methodic¬ 
ally  fought  to  preserve  unity  between 
all  sections  of  the  Cypriot  people. 

Indeed,  it  is  the  efforts  and  policies 
of  the  Cypriot  leaders,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  the  Labour  movement,  which 
have  frustrated  the  hopes  of  the  Tories 
that  a  civil  or  communal  war  would 
break  out  in  the  island. 


After  the  round-up  by  British  troops  in  Famagusta  on  October  3rd,  250 
Greek  Cypriots  were  taken  to  hospital,  the  majority  with  head  wounds 
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The  Macmillan  plan 


Some  leaders  of  the  Turkish 
minority  have  been  used  to  the  full 
to  further  this  disastrous  policy  of 
the  Tory  Government  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  the  Turkish  Government. 

Mr.  Macmillan’s  Cyprus  plan 
seeks  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
Turkish  Government  since  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  “stronger”  and  a  “more 
reliable”  ally  of  imperialism  in  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  than  the 
Greek  Government  which,  under 
American  domination,  is  subject  to 
considerable  popular  pressure. 

About  three  weeks  before  Mr. 
Macmillan  presented  his  plan  to  the 
House  of  Commons  on  June  18, 


1958,  a  vicious  campaign  of  arson, 
looting,  and  killing  of  Greek  Cypriots 
was  started  by  Turkish  fanatics. 

They  were  aided  in  these  attacks 
by  the  Turkish  auxiliary  police 
force,  while  the  British  forces  showed 
a  benevolent  neutrality,  and  in  this 
way  assisted  the  vandalism  of  the 
Turkish  fanatics. 

Dennis  Pitts  in  a  dispatch  from 
Nicosia  to  the  Daily  Herald  on 
July  10,  1958,  asserted: 

“Once  again  I  must  charge  the 
administration  and  the  security  forces 
of  partiality  toward  the  Turkish 
minority  in  Cyprus. 

“After  the  most  serious  rioting  in 
Cyprian  history  ...  16  Turks  were 


In  nearly  every  street  of  all  towns  in  Cyprus  there  are  soldiers  on 
guard.  There  are  37,000  soldiers  in  Cyprus  today,  about  one  armed 
soldier  for  every  13  Greek  Cypriots. 
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tried  in  a  secret  court  .  .  .  they  were 
set  free,  put  on  probation  .  .  .  Greek 
families  have  been  slowly  forced  out 
of  their  houses,  by  threats  and 
intimidation,  and  the  Government  has 
taken  no  action. 

“So  several  thousands  of  Greeks 
are  now  living  in  squalid  refugee 
camps.” 

During  June  and  July  1958,  about 
120  people,  Greeks  and  Turks,  lost 
their  lives  as  a  result  of  this  criminal 
policy  of  “divide  and  rule”. 

There  are  today  in  Cyprus  about 
94,000  Turks  and  425,000  Greeks. 
The  Turkish  minority  is  considered, 
as  it  always  has  been,  ail  inseparable 
part  of  the  Cypriot  people. 

For  centuries  Greeks  and  Turks 
in  Cyprus  have  lived  together  in 
peace  and  friendship  in  scores  of 
mixed  villages  throughout  the  island. 

In  the  mixed  villages  of  Cyprus 
the  Greeks  have  their  shoes  made 
by  a  Turkish  cobbler,  and  the  Turks 
their  costumes  by  a  Greek  tailor. 
Turkish  and  Greek  workers  and 
peasants  go  to  the  same  cafes  and 


Historical 

The  Turkish  minority  came  to 
Cyprus  during  the  Turkish  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Greece  and  Cyprus  at  the 
second  part  of  the  16th  century. 
Before  that  there  were  no  Turks 
in  Cyprus,  and  the  population  of 
the  island  has  always  been  pre¬ 
dominantly  Greek  for  the  last 
3,500  years. 

The  ancient  civilisation  of  Greece 
was  shared  by  the  people  of  Cyprus. 
From  1571  to  1878  Cyprus  was 
ruled  by  the  Turks.  In  1878  Britain 
rented  Cyprus  from  Turkey  and  in 
1914,  when  Turkey  sided  with  the 
Germans,  Britain  annexed  it. 

Under  the  Treaty  of  Lausanne 
(Article  16),  signed  in  1923,  Turkey 


play  cards  together  as  good  neigh¬ 
bours. 

Greek  and  Turkish  children  go 
to  school  together.  The  Turkish 
peasant  who  has  a  piece  of  land 
next  to  a  Greek  peasant  helps  his 
Greek  neighbour,  and  vice  versa. 

Less  than  two  years  ago  there 
were  many  more  Turkish  workers 
in  the  united  mixed  trade  unions 
than  in  the  separate  Turkish  unions. 
Turkish  leaders  are  in  the  highest 
committees  of  the  Pan-Cypriot 
Federation  of  Labour,  the  main 
trade  union  body  in  Cyprus. 

Even  today,  despite  the  strenuous 
efforts  of  the  British  authorities  and 
their  agents  to  divide  the  two  com¬ 
munities,  united  Turkish-Greek  com¬ 
mittees  have  been  formed  in  some 
villages  to  prevent  outside  interference 
and  inter-communal  riots. 

Partition  of  the  island  will  mean 
uprooting  whole  sections  of  the 
population.  It  will  mean  dislocation 
of  the  whole  economy  of  the  island, 
and  engender  communal  strife,  as 
did  the  partition  of  India  and 
Pakistan. 


background 

renounced  all  her  rights  to  Cyprus. 

The  Greeks  and  Turks  of  Cyprus 
can,  and  will  once  again,  live 
together  in  peace  and  friendship, 
provided  there  is  an  end  to  outside 
interference. 

Macmillan’s  plan  for  Cyprus  is 
called  “Adventure  in  Partnership”. 
But  “partnership”  with  whom?  The 
whole  Greek  population  rejected  it, 
so  it  remains  a  “partnership”  with¬ 
out  the  main  partners  who  con¬ 
stitute  over  four-fifths  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  Cyprus. 

The  aim  of  the  Macmillan  plan 
is  the  continuation  of  the  colonial 
regime.  If  it  is  operated  it  will 
result  in  the  partition. of  the  island. 
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During  prolonged  curfews,  Cypriot  trade  unionists  organise 
the  distribution  of  bread 


The  following  are  the  main  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  plan: 

(a)  There  will  be  a  separate  House 
of  Representatives  for  each  of  the 
two  racial  communities. 

(b)  Authority  for  internal  admini¬ 
stration,  other  than  communal 
affairs  and  internal  security,  will 
be  undertaken  by  a  council 
presided  over  by  the  Governor 
and  including  the  representatives 
of  the  Greek  and  Turkish  govern¬ 
ments,  and  six  elected  Ministers, 
four  being  Greek  Cypriots  and 
two  Turkish  Cypriots. 

(c)  The  Governor,  acting  after  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  representatives 
of  the  Greek  and  Turkish  govern¬ 
ments,  will  have  reserve  powers. 

(d)  External  affairs,  defence  and 
internal  security  will  be  speci¬ 
fically  the  affairs  of  the  Governor. 

The  Ethnarch  of  Cyprus,  Arch¬ 
bishop  Makarios,  after  consulting 
with  the  mayors  of  all  the  principal 
cities  of  Cyprus,  gave  the  following 
reply  to  the  British  Government: 

“The  idea  of  partnership  which 
constitutes  the  basis  of  the  plan,  and 
which  in  fact  imposes  triple  sovereignty 
on  Cyprus,  is  absolutely  unacceptable 
because  it  runs  contrary  to  the  basic 
inalienable  right  of  the  Cypriot 
people  to  self-determination. 


“The  main  provision  of  this  plan 
destroys  the  unity  of  the  Cypriot 
people,  and  gives  this  division  a 
constitutional  seal. 

“It  will  inevitably  lead  to  clashes 
and  create  a  source  of  chronic 
upheaval,  threatening  the  peace  of 
the  whole  area.” 

The  Working  People’s  Progressive 
Party  (A.K.E.L.)  rejected  the  plan 

“because  it  constitutes  the  first 
step  towards  partition,  and  completely 
ignores  the  inalienable  right  of  the 
Cypriot  people  to  decide  freely  for 
themselves  their  political  future  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  of 
self-determination. 

“The  so-called  ‘partnership’  is 
nothing  but  an  attempt  to  perpetuate 
the  subjugation  of  the  people  of 
Cyprus. 

“Neither  the  British  nor  any  other 
government  can  decide  the  political 
future  of  a  people.  Only  the  people 
themselves  can  take  binding  decisions, 
and  that  is  what  the  people  of  Cyprus 
demand.” 

Cypriot  trade  union  and  other 
popular  organisations  have  also 
made  similar  statements  rejecting 
the  Macmillan  plan,  which  can  only 
lead  to  permanent  friction  between 
the  Greeks  and  the  Turkish  minority. 


13 


PROPOSALS  OF  MAKARIOS 

One  week  prior  to  October  1  (the 
date  on  which  Macmillan’s  plan  was 
put  into  operation)  Archbishop 
Makarios  made  some  new  pro¬ 
posals  for  a  clearly  defined  period 
of  self-government,  to  be  followed 
by  independence  for  Cyprus. 

Enosis,  or  union  with  Greece,  was 
to  be  shelved  unless  recommended 
by  the  United  Nations  Organisation. 
But,  despite  this  very  considerable 
compromise  on  the  part  of  the’ 
Archbishop  and  the  studied  modera¬ 
tion  of  these  proposals,  the  Tory 
Government  went  ahead  and  im¬ 
posed  a  plan  rejected  by  all  Greek 
Cypriots, 

The  Tory  Government  is  accom¬ 
panying  its  policy  of  compulsory 
imposition  of  the  plan  with  more 
repressive  measures  against  the  whole 
Greek  population  of  Cyprus. 

More  concentration  camps,  to 
hold  as  many  as  10,000  people,  are 
being  hurriedly  erected  and  more 
crimes  are  being  committed 
against  Greek  Cypriots.  Much  dam¬ 
age  is  done  to  Greek  Cypriot 
property. 

An  intolerable  situation  is  being 
created,  which  can  endanger  peace 
in  the  Middle  East. 

A  WAR  BASE 

Twice  during  the  last  two  years, 
the  island  of  Cyprus,  contrary  to 
the  will  of  its  people,  has  been 
used  as  a  springboard  against  those 
Middle  East  peoples  determined  to 
consolidate  their  national  inde¬ 
pendence. 

The  Tory  military  intervention 
against  Egypt  cost  the  British  people 
well  over  £150  million.  The  adven¬ 
tures  in  Jordan  and  other  parts  of 
the  Middle  East  have  cost  them 
many  more  millions.  Furthermore, 
as  long  as  Cyprus  is  used  as  a  war 
base  for  imperialist  ends  the  danger 


will  be  ever  present  of  some  new 
military  adventure  and  threat  to 
world  peace. 

For  Cyprus  is  being  used  as  a 
military  pawn,  not  only  in  the 
game  of  rushing  troops  to  any 
spot  in  the  Middle  East  or  North 
Africa  which  shows  signs  of  becom¬ 
ing  genuinely  independent.  It  is  also 
being  used  in  the  game  of  Big  Power 
nuclear  strategy  with  a  distant  view 
to  a  third  world  war. 

LAND  CONFISCATED 

The  Cypriot  people  are  quite 
aware  of  ,  these  dangers,  and  they 
resent  the  use  of  their  island  as  a 
war  base  by  the  imperialist  Powers 
against  their  friendly  neighbours. 

Furthermore,  the  Cypriot  people 
are  not  suicidal.  They  have  no 
desire  to  run  the  risk  of  being 
wiped  off  the  face  of  the  earth  by 
nuclear  missiles  aimed  at  British  or 
any  other  military  targets  what¬ 
soever. 

But  apart  from  these  terrible 
dangers,  there  are  other  important 
factors  which  force  the  Cypriots  to 
resent  the  use  of  Cyprus  as  a  war 
base. 

About  87,000  acres  of  land  have 
been  taken  over  or  confiscated  by 
the  British  Government  for  military 
purposes. 

The  presence  of  37,000  troops, 
plus  20,000  auxiliary  police,  in  the 
island  forces  the  cost  of  living  sky 
high.  Indeed,  essential  commodities 
such  as  meat,  fish,  bread,  eggs, 
butter,  and  so  on,  cost  more  than 
in  Britain,  while  the  wages  of  the 
working  people  are  lower  than 
those  of  their  British  counterparts. 

ECONOMIC  DISTRESS 

Cyprus  like  any  other  colonial 
country  is  not  industrialised.  Her 
rich  mineral  resources  (copper,  iron, 
asbestos,  and  chromium)  are  ex- 


Nina  Soteriou,  19,  who  has  been  sentenced  to  12  years  imprisonment. 
The  charge  against  her  was  that  bombs  were  found  in  her  house. 
Her  child  was  taken  with  her  into  prison. 


ported  as  raw  materials  to  West 
Germany  and  other  countries  by 
three  American,  British  and  Swedish 
companies. 

Millions  of  pounds  are  realised 
each  year  in  profits  by  these  com¬ 
panies.  The  non-shareholding  mass 
of  British  people  do  not  benefit  at 
all  from  this  exploitation  of  Cyprus’s 
mineral  resources. 

^Today  the  economic  situation  in 
island  is  worse  than  ever.  Com¬ 


menting  on  this  the  Daily  ' Telegraph 
of  October  22,  1958,  said: 

“The  economic  situation  (in  Cyprus) 
is  most  serious,  and  the  budget  deficit 
is  soaring.  Factories  have  had  to  close 
for  lack  of  imported  materials  or 
labour  and  many  small  shop-keepers 
face  bankruptcy  .  .  . 

“The  President  of  the  Federation  of 
Trade  and  Industry  estimates  that 
over  50,000  young  people  are  being 
kept  indoors  by  the  present  youth 
curfew,  most  of  them  being  wage- 
earners.” 
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The  sweeping  repressive  regula¬ 
tions  imposed  lately  by  the  British 
authorities  will  make  life  in  Cyprus 
really  unbearable.  They  include  the 
power  to  seize  land  and  property; 
to  declare  danger  zones  into  which 
anyone  entering  can  be  shot  at  sight. 

The  latest  regulation  (October  23, 
1958)  orders  the  cutting  of  trees  in 
many  areas  for  “security  reasons”. 
(This  measure  has  already  been 
practised.) 

No  wonder  thousands  of  Cypriots, 
young  and  old,  leave  their  beautiful 
island  to  earn  a  living  thousands  of 
miles  away  from  their  homes! 

On  December  5,  after  two  weeks’ 
discussion  on  Cyprus,  UNO  repeated 
its  February  1957  decision  for  nego¬ 
tiations  for  a  just  and  democratic 
solution  based  on  the  United  Nations 
Charter. 

Meanwhile,  EOKA  ordered  a 
cease-fire  in  order  to  facilitate  nego¬ 
tiations,  but  Major-General  Darling 
and  the  Tory  Government,  judging 
from  their  statements  and  their 
actions,  are  ignoring  this  decision  just 
as  they  did  the  one  taken  two  years 
ago. 

LABOUR  MUST  ACT 

The  Cypriot  people,  like  the  British 
people,  need  peace,  freedom  and 
work.  Not  curfews,  military  opera¬ 
tions  and  the  use  of  their  country 
as  a  springboard  for  wars. 

Cyprus  after  all  is  a  British  colony. 
The  British  people,  and  above  all  the 
Labour  movement,  has  a  responsi¬ 
bility  towards  the  Cypriot  people. 

All  the  actions  of  the  Tory 
Government  in  Cyprus  show  that 
they  do  not  want  a  just  solution  of 
its  problems. 


This  is  a  grim  and  dangerous 
situation. 

In  Great  Britain  today  powerful 
organisations  and  many  prominent 
individuals  support  a  just  and  demo¬ 
cratic  solution  of  the  problem  of 
Cyprus  based  on  the  principles  of 
the  United  Nations  Charter. 

The  Labour  Party,  the  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Party,  the  Movement  for 
Colonial  Freedom,  the  Liberal 
Party  and  the  Communist  Party, 
powerful  national  trade  unions,  and 
other  working  class  organisations 
support  the  demands  of  the  Cypriots. 

The  1957  Conference  of  the 
Labour  Party  declared  that  the  next 
Labour  Government  will  seek  to 
grant  self-determination  within  its 
period  of  office,  and  that  there  will 
be  no  partition. 

At  the  1958  Conference  at  Scar¬ 
borough  the  statement  of  policy  on 
Cyprus,  approved  unanimously,  con¬ 
demned  the  Government  plan  for 
Cyprus,  and  demanded  negotiations 
with  the  Cypriot  people.  These  are 
positive  steps  which  can  lead  to  an 
end  of  the  tragic  situation. 

The  British  Labour  movement  has 
the  power,  and  indeed  is  the  only 
power  in  Britain,  which  can  prevent 
catastrophe  in  Cyprus,  provided  it 
uses  its  strength. 

Time  is  short  and  urgent  action  is 
required. 

Labour  must  act  for  a  just  solution 
in  Cyprus  and  to  restore  the  tradi¬ 
tional  friendship  between  the  British 
and  Greek  peoples,  as  well  as  the 
honour  of  Britain  which  is  at  present 
being  tarnished  so  tragically  by  Tory 
policy  in  Cyprus. 


Further  copies  of  this  pamphlet  can  be  obtained  from  the  National  Cypriot 
Committee,  23  Broadwall,  London,  S.E.l,  or  from  the  Movement  for  Colonial 
Freedom,  374  Gray’s  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.l,  at  the  following  rates:  1  copy  6d.; 
12  copies  5s.;  50  copies  20s.;  100  copies  35s.  (All  post  free.) 

For  speakers,  leaflets  and  any  lother  information  also  apply  to  either  iof  the  above 
organisations. 
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